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request from a suitor to make her pregnant 'Madame*, he replied with a
smile and a touch of characteristic wit, 'vous venez trop tard. II n'y pas
moyen a present!*
English and particularly Scottish visitors to the French capital at this
time were amazed and delighted at the deference being universally shown
to one of their fellow countrymen. That observant traveller, Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu, has recorded this in one of her letters from Paris at this
time. *I must say 1 saw nothing in France that delighted me so much', she
wrote on October 16, 1719, 4as to see an Englishman (at least a Briton)
absolute at Paris; I mean Mr. Law, who treats their dukes and peers
extremely dc haut en bas and is treated by them with the utmost submis-
sion and respect.' Another visitor, the Earl of Islay,, brother of Law's old
friend the Duke of Argyll, was passed through the crowded antechambers
without having to wait, as befitted a Scottish nobleman, and received in
the inner sanctum. The financier was seen to be seated at his writing-table
composing what his caller look lo be despatches of the utmost importance.
Somewhat to his surprise Lord Islay was informed, in answer to a query
on the subject, that this was not so and that the financier was merely
writing lo the gardener at Laurislon with regard to the planting of some
cabbages at a particular corner of the kilehen garden. When the epistle
was finished, Law asked the visitor lo play a hand of piquet, and the two
wen sat down lo a game, which lasted a considerable lime, before His
Lordship departed and Law gave orders for his other callers, "who had
been waiting outside all this while, to be admitted.
Many suitors endeavoured lo enlist Law's interest in their own pet
commercial schemes. Among them was an old Irish friend of the finan-
ciers youth, jovial Dick Steele, They had first become acquainted when
both had been young men about London town frequenting the coffee
houses in St. James's, Sleolo hml also fought a duel, but with happier results
than the 'Beau1 Wilson affray, lie loo had achieved a measure of success
in life, having been elected a Member of Parliament, and received a
knighthood, while his plays, which ran at Drury Lane Theatre, and the
essays which he contributed lo Th& Taller and The Spectator, had per-
manently enriched the literature of England. But, like other politicians
and wen of letters Sir Richard Stoelo had been induced to put money
into an undertaking, whose advantages were more apparent than real, and
he now attempted to persuade the Scotsman to take up the project in
France, 'I believe you may have heard my name mentioned since I had
tho honour to eonrersc with you', he wrote to Law on August 12, 1719,